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Master of Arts in Education
Educational Leadership w/ Principal 
Certification

For:
Experienced teachers who aspire to become a building level principal/administrator in a K-12 setting. (Public and 
Private school settings) 

What you learn:
This program will prepare aspiring administrators with the knowledge and skills needed to effectively manage today’s 
complex school building environments.  Courses are taught by professional administrators, with an emphasis on 
real-world experiences.  This program combines practical and instructional knowledge to manage day to day systems, 
as well as an exploration of Restorative Relationship theories to create a positive school environment. This approach 
prepares building principals to address student and staff issues in an inclusive and productive manner, creating a 
learning environment that serves all students.

How you learn: 
Majority of the courses are all online asynchronous format, with no weekly class meeting required. Classes with a field-
based experience embedded may require online synchronous weekly meetings. You will finish 3-6 credit hours every 8 
weeks. 

Career Outcomes:
Candidates will understand how to develop, implement, and share vision for the school in a way that is inclusive of all 
stakeholders, including the diverse needs of students and staff. Develop a positive and collaborative culture among staff, 
students, and community members that is fair, ethical, and models the principles of restorative relationships.  Understand 
how to use data and research-based practices to lead staff in developing and implementing a comprehensive learning plan 
that includes: instruction, assessment, data, and feedback to ensure learning for all students. Demonstrate knowledge of 
how to create a safe and effective learning environment through successful and ethical management of building resources, 
processes, and policies. Understanding of the need for professional growth in order to be an innovative leader who can 
successfully manage change and navigate the larger social and political context. Students will have earned a Master of Arts 
in Education-Building Principal K-12 and be eligible to apply for certification as a K-12 principal.

Degree Requirements:

ED 600 Visionary Leadership 3

ED 601 Instructional Leadership 3

ED 609 Data Literacy & Assessment 3

ED 606 Managerial Leadership 3

ED 602 School and Community Relations 3

ED 626 Innovative Leadership 3

ED 605 School Law and Ethics 3

ED 612 Restorative Practices in Education 3

ED 607 School Leadership Practicum I 1

ED 608 School Leadership Practicum II 1

ED 610 Internship  I 2

ED 611 Internship  II 2

Total Credit Hours 30

Note: Students may transfer in up to 9 credit hours to fulfill elective hour requirements.
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Master of Arts in Education
Special Reading w/ Certification

For:
Experienced educators who wish to strengthen their skills in the area of literacy and language development and work 
with students and teachers in the area of special reading. 

What you learn:
The educational outcomes are designed to prepare practicing professionals with the skills necessary to demonstrate 
professional practice, integrate educational theory with practice, and assume leadership roles through knowledge 
of current educational research and practice.  Graduate education outcomes assess skills in receptive and expressive 
communication, thinking strategies and skills, professional dispositions, and depth and breadth of knowledge.  All 
course requirements are tied to the Avila Learning Outcomes, School of Education Conceptual Framework, Missouri 
Standards for Practicing Teachers and InTASC Core Teaching Standards.

The MAED in Special Reading is designed for the following:

Special Reading preparation. This area of emphasis is for educators desiring to work as literacy professions, including, 
but not limited to, reading/literacy specialists in various public and private settings.  The degree meets the seven 
standards and their aligned components for reading/literacy specialists as determined by the International Literacy 
Association’s (ILA) Standards for the Preparation of Literacy Professionals. This program leads to the Missouri 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education’s (DESE) Special Reading Certification.

How you learn: 
Majority of the courses are all online asynchronous format, with no weekly class meeting required. Classes with a field-
based experience embedded may require online synchronous weekly meetings. You will finish 3-6 credit hours every 8 
weeks.

Assessment: Outcomes for the Master of Arts degree in Education are assessed through signature assessments, and 
research action projects as indicated on course syllabi. Alignment matrices showing assessment of outcomes in each 
graduate concentration are located in the School of Education Office. Concentrations require capstone courses in which 
the outcomes are assessed.

Career Outcomes:
The Master of Arts degree in Education with a concentration in Special Reading is designed to prepare teachers to focus 
on literacy development, instruction, and assessment of students with diverse learning and literacy needs. Students 
who complete the Master of Arts degree in Education with a concentration in Literacy will meet the following outcomes.  
Understand the characteristics and needs of literacy learners at various stages of development. Analyze and critique past 
practices and current trends in literacy learning, teaching, and evaluation. Know and access the wide array of text types 
available for literacy learners. Consider a range of theories, approaches, methods, and techniques for learning and teaching 
literacy. Utilize appropriate evaluation tools and remedial procedures. Design and implement individualized instructional 
programs for struggling readers and writers based on assessment results. Apply literacy teaching skills in supervised 
settings. Understand the evolving nature of literacy learning and teaching and have strategies for dealing effectively with 
the change.

Degree Requirements:
ED 564 Consultation, Collaboration & Family Engagement: Special Education  1

ED 562 Methods of Teaching Language & Literacy   3

ED 656 Advanced Literature for Youth  3

ED 661 Second Language Acquisition 3

ED 670 Advanced Assessment & Remediation  3

ED 671 Advanced Teaching of Secondary Literacy  3

ED 673 Evaluation of Abilities & Assessment 3

ED 674 Supervision of Literacy Program  3

ED 689 Educational Research 3

ED 697 Advanced Literacy Clinical Elementary 3

ED 698 Advanced Literacy Clinical Secondary 3

Total Credit Hours 30

Note: Students may transfer in up to 9 credit hours to fulfill elective hour requirements.
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Master of Arts in Education
Curriculum & Instruction

For:
Our fully online Curriculum & Instruction concentration is designed to develop the skills necessary for classroom 
teachers who wish to become a Teacher Leader.  

What you learn:
• Demonstrate effective leadership and facilitation skills through the integration of theory, professional practice, and 

applied research.
• Demonstrate knowledge in the theoretical concepts describing human learning and motivations and their 

application to lesson design, instruction, evaluation and assessment.
• Evaluate and analyze quantitative and qualitative research and student data.
• Demonstrate knowledge of effective instructional strategies and curriculum planning with an emphasis on the areas 

of differentiation and cultural responsiveness.

How you learn: 
All courses are offered in a fully online, asynchronous format. Classes are taught by both full-time faculty and adjunct 
professors over 8 week period. Students can take courses in any particular order except for ED 689 Educational 
Research. This class may require online synchronous weekly meetings and should be taken as close to the end of your 
program as possible-typically the last spring semester.

Career Outcomes:
Avila has been developing classroom leaders for decades and our Master of Arts in Education degree will give you the skills 
to live up to your promise. By teaching you how to better design inclusive, challenging lesson plans for your classroom, 
you’ll be positioning your pupils to succeed.

Degree Requirements:

Core Required Courses

ED 609 Data Literacy & Development 3

ED 615 Theories of Learning 3

ED 616 Responsive Teaching 3

ED 626 Teacher Leader 3

ED 630 Advanced Curriculum & Instruction 3

ED 689 Educational Research 3

Total Core Credit Hours 18

Elective Courses

ED 603 Student Motivation & Engagement 3

ED 617 Theories of Behavior 3

ED 620 Rethinking Learning Spaces 3

ED 623 Project Based Learning 3

ED 624 Deeper Learning 3

Total Elective Credit Hours 15

Note: Students who previously completed the Graduate Initial Teacher Certification program at Avila University will be awarded 
15 hours from that program to meet all 15 elective hours – will not need any elective courses.
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Master of Arts in Education 
K-12 School Counselor w/ Certification

For:
The School Counseling Program is designed to prepare graduates who are competent to work as school counselors in 
elementary, middle school and high school settings. The program of study meets all licensure requirements for the State 
of Missouri. Upon completion of the program, graduates are eligible for the licensure exam and DESE certification in 
School Counseling.  

What you learn:
The 45-credit hour Master of Arts in Education degree will prepare graduates to work as a School Counselor in a K-12 
school setting.  The program is designed around the Missouri Comprehensive School Counseling framework and will 
prepare students for the licensure exam and DESE Certification in School Counseling.

How you learn: 
Majority of the courses are all online asynchronous format, with no weekly class meetings required.  Classes with a 
field-based experience embedded may require online synchronous weekly class meetings. You will finish one 3-6 credit 
hours every 8 weeks.

Career Outcomes:
Graduates of this program will: Demonstrate knowledge of human development and behavior to promote the health 
and well-being of all students.  Understand and utilize counseling theories and how to apply them for innovative and 
differentiated interventions.  Use helping relationships to promote the health and well-being of all students through 
individual, group, classroom, and whole school interactions and activities.  Know and understand how to use assessments 
to measure the academic, career, and personal/social development of students.  Demonstrate knowledge of career 
development and processes and assists students in their career exploration and planning.  Understand how cultural and 
social diversity affects learning and development.  Understand how to develop, implement, and evaluate a comprehensive 
school counseling program.  Understand how to collaborate with stakeholders to develop a school counseling vision and 
mission.  Demonstrate the ability to lead and advocate effectively for a comprehensive school counseling program that 
promotes the success of all students.  Understand the ethical, professional, and legal standards within a school counseling 
program.

Degree Requirements:

ED 6xx Advanced Human Growth and Development  3

ED 6xx Counseling Theories 3

ED 6xx Group and Individual Counseling 3

ED 6xx Foundations of School Counseling in the Social and Cultural Context   3

ED 6xx Counseling Methods and Techniques  3

ED 6xx Appraisal of Student Growth     3

ED 6xx Legal & Ethical Aspects of School Counseling    3

ED 6xx Advanced Child and Youth Psychology  3

ED 6xx Educational Research, School Counseling    3

ED 6xx Academic & Career Planning    3

ED 6xx Community and Family Relations   3

ED 6xx School Counseling Program Development and Implementation 3

ED 6xx School Counseling Evaluation  3

ED 607 School Leadership Practicum I  1

ED 608 School Leadership Practicum II 1

ED 610 Internship I 2

ED 611 Internship II 2

Total Credit Hours 45

Note: Students may transfer in up to 9 credit hours to fulfill elective hour requirements.
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Initial Teacher Certification 

Avila offers a graduate-level teacher certification program that bridges into the Master of Arts in Education program. 
This option is for those who may be considering a career change or received a bachelor’s degree in an area outside of 
education.  
 
Alternative Certification- Students only take the Professional Education courses required by the state.  The Alternative 
Certification route only applies to the certification areas that have specific content, or subject areas. This includes all 
certification areas at the Middle School and Secondary levels, as well as all K-12 certifications in a specific content area. 
It does not apply to the Elementary or Special Education certification options. 

What you learn:
Students experience the real classroom right from the beginning of the program.  Our teacher certification courses 
provide a multitude of opportunities for candidates to work with mentors in area classrooms.  Students who successfully 
complete our teacher preparation programs go on to teach in public or accredited private schools in grades K-12.

*Assessment-Conceptual Framework goals/outcomes and Missouri Teacher Standards and Quality Indicators are 
assessed through: Advancement processes for Teacher Candidacy and Final Clinical Experience.  Performance on course 
class assignments, and signature assessments, as indicated on the course syllabi.  Performance on state certification 
exams, and performance evaluations in field-based and clinical courses.

How you learn: 
Courses are all online asynchronous format.  There are no weekly class meetings required, instead, you will login to the 
online course room to complete assignments, participate in discussion topics, and other online activities designed by 
your professor.  There will be a synchronous component for courses that require a field experience. You will finish one 
3-9 credit hour course every 8 weeks. (1-3 courses, depending on certification area and start term)

Career Outcomes:
The candidate will use theoretical knowledge, research, and culturally responsive practices to create a positive learning 
environment that promotes the intellectual, social, and personal development of all students.  The candidate will apply 
principles, theories, and methods of effective curriculum design, instruction, and assessment to promote learning, critical 
thinking skills, and social responsibilities of all student populations.  The candidate models professionalism through 
effective internal and external communication, self-reflection and professional growth, and productive and effective 
collaboration with students, colleagues, and stakeholders.

Degree Requirements:
Core Requirements:

ED 515 General Methods and Differentiated Learning 3

ED 519 Managing the Learning Environment 3

ED 520 Technology in Education 3

ED 529 Developmental and Educational Psychology 3

ED 535 Psychology of the Exceptional Child   3

ED 585 Practicum 3

ED 587 Multicultural Foundations of Education 3

ED 594 Final Clinical Experience Seminar   2

ED 595 Final Clinical Experience (10) or ED596: Internship 10

ED 599 Educational Capstone 1

Total Core Credit Hours 34

Please visit our website to see requirements for all certification areas -  

https://www.graduateprogram.org/avila-university/programs/initial-teacher-certification/

Note: Students may transfer in up to 9 credit hours to fulfill elective hour requirements. Students who complete the Graduate 
Initial Teacher Certification program at Avila University can transfer in 15 hours from that program to fulfill all elective hour 
requirements in the MAEd in Curriculum & Instruction program.

https://www.graduateprogram.org/avila-university/programs/initial-teacher-certification/

